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PIKE CHAIN OF LAKES ASSOCIATION

NEWSLETTER

EARLY LOGGING IN THE WHITE RIVER VALLEY

IT IS WITH GREAT PLEASURE TO ANNOUNCE THAT DICK REWALT FROM THE MASON AREA HIS-
TORICAL SOCIETY WILL SPEAK ON THE EARLY LOGGING ACTIVITIES IN THE WHITE RIVER
VALLEY AT OUR ANNUAL MEETING SATURDAY, AUGUST 5TH.

The Pike Chain exists today because the last dam on the East Fork of the White River still remains and holds Flynn Lake at

an elevation of 1120 feet.

Born in Ashland, Dick grew up on a family farm east of Mason and graduated frof8ug@rior in

1971 with a B.S. in Geography and a minor in history. As a retired Aerospace Systems Engineer and
Air Force Officer he spent his working years in both professions in the area of aerial imagery. Dick is
a Vietnam Vet, Air Force instructor, and also taught at two Denver Universities. Upon retiring in

2009, he returned to Bayfield County. Dick and his wife Kathy are very involved in the Mason Area

Historical Society. (information from Bad River Watershed Associatidatershed Waves Winter
2015).

The PCLA Annual Meeting is on Saturday, August 5 from 9 A.MLA.M. at the Iron River Community Cen-
terifree and open to the public.
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AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES (AIS) UPDATE

Our lake association completed whol&vith several thousand pounds being days with temp profiles and water sam-
lake treatment for Eurasion watermil-removed. Observations this spring ples being needed 8 times to do the
foil (EWM) on Buskey Bay, Millicent, show a considerable spreading of  research on our Chain. They also
Hart Lake and Twin Bear on Jun8 5 EWM into most of the bays. Thisis posted over 250 signs on individual

& 6M2017. We had considerable dis-part of the research plan for our docks. They spend about 3 hours to
cussion with a number of DNR em- $120,000.00 3 year DNR grant we reecomplete eactsurvey.

ployees, our consultants Onterra andceived in 2016.

members of our board. General agree- We had about 100 individuals at our
ment was to treat all 4 lakes this yearlndividuals can hand pull in any of theannual meeting in August 2016 with
with extensive testing on the amount lakes. This will help slow the spread tone of our consultants (Onterra) doing
chemical moving from lake to lake. new areas of our lake chain. The houasgood job of covering the effects of
We had calculations and added-B4 will count for cost sharing in our granthe chemicalon our lake chain. We

to reach 0.3 parts per million in the calculations and can be reported on also had an informational meeting this
water column above the thermal whickolunteer forms that can be down  May with about 40 in attendance. We

was at about 16 feet on this date. Weloaded from our web site have this information in a form that
have to hold this concentration for 21www.pikechain.org can be emailed to interested individu-
days to be effective in a major reduc- als. The majority of the information is

tion of EWM. The denser water belowwWhen you see Eddie Wangensteen, dayour web page along with the actual
the thermal will not mix with the top Johnson and Howard Lehman give DNR permit applications.

16 feet. them a big thank you for the dedication
they showed in the many trips out on(Barb Bochler, JoAnn Bassett, John
We will be doing hand pulling of the Chain to take water temp profilesWestman, Al BochleAquatic Inva-

EWM on Eagle Lake with a DASH from 2 to 50 feet on the 4 lakes. Theysive Species Committee)
unit this July. This was done last yearare continuing with this for the next 35

Chemical treatment for
EWM June 2017.

Jay, Eddie and Al on one of their many out-
ings to take water temperatures prior to
chemical treatment



http://www.pikechain.org/

NEW FISHERY MANAGEMENTINFORMATION

Meetings of the Pike Chain Fisheries Committee and WDNR Fishery Manager, Scott Toshner, have included discussic
of Panfish bag limits and Walleye stocking. As a life member of the American Fishery Society, | receive their scientific
journals and review them for information relevant to Pike Chain fishery management.

Panfish Management A recent article measured the AEffects of
Wi sconsin Lakes. 0 It provided information on the eff
pared bluegill size structure in eight Wisconsin lakes in which the Bag Limit was reduced to 10, to similar lakes with th
Daily Bag Limit of 25. Both average and average maximum length increased after the bag limit was reduced in the 1C
treatment lakes. The response was greater for more productive lakes. A Minnesota study produced similar results.
Other published research has demonstrated that bluegill size structure is enhanced by regulations that promote large
and abundance of Largemouth bass. Predation by Bass on stwll@growing bluegill promoted improved size struc-

ture.

Walleye Management:Anot her Wi sconsin study c[S
Walleye Population Characteristic and Genetic Diversity in Northern Wisconsin f§
Lakeso. Because maintaining geneti[=
agement, this study was conducted to identify the effects of management actiorjs
as stocking on genetics and walleye growth etc. The study compareestooked

lakes with 10 stocked lakes in Vilas and Oneida Counties. The results suggest
stocking effects genetic structure and overall productivity of stocked population:
sibly resulting in disruption of local adaptions.

Fishery management agencies try to consider both the natural resource and us§
cerns in making management decisions. The bag limit study increases the like =
that efforts by Pike Chain property owners to have the Panfish bag limit reduce s
should bring about change. Including a discussion of this issue at the PCLA Arj==
Meeting followed by a strong vote of support would help.

The walleye genetic research suggests that stocking walleye will not result-n Ig
term positive outcomes. Walleye populations are declining statewide and at prg.
is not clear why. Predation by Bass is suspected but research has failed to pro
direct evidence. My past research indicates walleye abundance and growth ard
linked to yellow perch abundance. Research conducted at the Duluth EPA labggatary, .14 Damlave s| dau
showed yellow perch require an extended cold period to trigger spring spawning,nice Swenson and oldest grand-
Perch abundance is also declining. Is global climate change a factor? Stockinge£¥-,, | o gan who ils n
tended growth young has produced some results but cost artktongeneticim- (. | \, a ys catches [ he

pacts suggest a need to know mdeg. Bill Swenson, Eagle Lake.

THE PIONEER

The Iron River Pioneer was the only long term newspaperet e 6s daughter Zoe conti nue
published in Iron River. It was started in 1894 by Byronselling to Carl Richards, a Chicago area publisher. Zoe
Ripley. The paper was then sold to Judge Pete Savagebeicame Zoe Von Ende, a school teacher and long time resi-
Iron River in 1898. Savage was Publisher and Editor fodent on Buskey Bay. Charles Richards, son of owner Carl

50 years. Richards, still spends time at the Richards cabin on Nestle
Pete was the father of an invention in the late 1950s whigike. The only former employee of the Pioneer still alive
was placed in an aut ods hrlwrRiverikae £embdrten living andwiniBear hake. | i
approaching car to dim. The device was patented butPéte € was a f@APrint Devilo at t
passed away in February of 1960 before it was marketddy: Jim Bender
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Left: Jay Johnson, Al Bochler, Eddie Wangensteen (not pictured) after placing the Boat Cleaning Decontamination SBattkatand
Brigade provided by PCLA that they put together for the Twin Bear Boat Landing as part of our recent AIS Grant.

Right: Brandon Ehemke from the Clean Boats Clear Water staff.

2017 Spring Adope-Highway Volunteers who picked up
8 bags on the highway, a sock, stuffed toy goose and an alternator/mptor

Al Bochler collecting water samples that will be sent to Madison for testing of the
concentration of the herbicide post lake treatment. 120 samples over the nex
months period will be collected.




